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R&D/T49 – Competency Assessment for the Preparation of Blood Smears 



Competency Assessment for the Preparation of Blood Smears
IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL USERS OF THIS SOP TO ENSURE THAT THE CORRECT VERSION IS BEING USED
All staff should regularly check the R&D Unit’s website and/or Q-Pulse for information relating to the implementation of new or revised versions.  Staff must ensure that they are adequately trained in the new procedure and must make sure that all copies of superseded versions are promptly withdrawn from use unless notified otherwise by the SOP Controller.  

The definitive versions of all R&D Unit SOPs appear online. If you are reading this in printed form check that the version number and date below is the most recent one as shown on the R&D Unit website: www.research.yorkhospitals.nhs.uk/sops-and-guidance-/ and/or Q-Pulse
	SOP Reference:
	R&D/T49

	Version Number:
	1.0

	Author:
	Megan Worthington

	Implementation date of current version:
	28th March 2022


	Approved by:
	Name/Position:
	Lydia Harris, Head of R&D 

	
	Signature:
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	Date:
	28th February 2022

	
	Name/Position:
	Sarah Sheath, SOP Controller

	
	Signature:
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	Date:
	28th February 2022


	This SOP will normally be reviewed at least every 3 years unless changes to the legislation require otherwise


Version History Log

This area should detail the version history for this document.  It should detail the key elements of the changes to the versions.

	Version
	Date Implemented
	Details of significant changes

	1.0
	28th March 2022
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Name:                                                                                                 
	Job Title: Healthcare Science Associate Practitioner R&D
	A4C Band:             4                                                              

	Signed: 
	Date:   

	Authorised by:                                                                                                                                                    
	Job Title:   
	A4C Band:                                                                           

	Signed:
	Date: 

	OVERALL COMPETENCY LEVEL:     NOT Competent  (               Competent  (               Competent to teach/train/assess  (        

	Competency will be assessed by using the following approaches under the same conditions as the working environment: 

A: Verbal Assessment e.g. Q & A. 

B: Direct Observation of routine work processes & procedures, including all applicable safety practices.

C: Direct Observation of equipment maintenance and function.
D: Review of work records.
E: Examination of specially provided samples, such as previously examined samples, interlaboratory comparison materials, or split samples.

F: Assessment of problem solving skills.

	TASK:  Blood smear preparation                                                                                               Initial Assessment   (       Re-assessment   (  

	Date
  
	How 

Assessed
  
	Assessor

  
	Details of key competencies necessary for safe and effective performance.

  
	Evidence
  
	Status (competent/not competent/competent to teach)   

	Relevant SOP:       HA-SOP-FILMS Blood Films – Making & staining                     Acknowledged:……………………….Version:…………………..
Relevant SOP:       HA-SOP-SP50 Use of the Sysmex SP50 Slide Maker/Stainer  Acknowledged:……………………….Version:………………..…

	
	A, E, F
	
	Can ensure sample is in suitable condition for blood smear preparation.
	Observations and Q & A.
	

	
	B, E
	
	Can ensure correct sample is selected by cross-referencing specimen label with requisition form and use identifiers to prepare slides.
	Observations.
	

	
	B, E
	
	Can dispense appropriate amount of blood against slide - 0.5 cm from the frosted end.
	Observations.
	

	
	B, E
	
	Can use a second slide, held at a 30° angle to produce a good quality slide.
	Observations.
	

	Trainee Signature:

Date of training completion: 
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